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Overview 
On 1 June 2017, a worker, aged 48, and contractors were conducting soil sampling and clean-up works 
around the Wongawilli No.1 ventilation shaft as part of the rehabilitation of the disused mine surface 
infrastructure. 
The worker told contractors he felt unwell and left the work site alone in a light vehicle to seek medical 
attention. The worker was later found by the contractors lying on the ground near the light vehicle on the 
access road about 1.5 kilometres from the ventilation shaft. 
The NSW Ambulance Service responded to the emergency call and determined that the worker was 
deceased.  

Investigation outcome 
The NSW Resources Regulator has conducted a detailed investigation into the circumstances of the 
worker’s death. The regulator does not consider the worker’s death to be workplace-related.  
The NSW Coroner has dispensed with holding an inquest. 

Further information 
Related publications: 
 IIR17-07 Fatality on surface of underground coal mine 
 Health management overview 
 Understanding health monitoring 

https://resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/721399/information-release-fatality-on-surface-of-underground-coal-mine.pdf
ttps://resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/safety-and-health/topics/health-management#_health-monitoring
https://resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/796972/PUB18-32-Understanding-health-monitoring.pdf
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About this report 
The Resources Regulator has issued this information to draw attention to the occurrence of a death in 
the mining industry. The investigation has concluded and no further information will be published. 

Go to resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/regulation/safety-and-health to: 

→ learn more about our major investigations 
→ view our publications on other major investigations 
→ find your local mine safety office, where you can contact our team of mine safety inspectors. 
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