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This incident summary provides information on reportable incidents and safety advice for the NSW 
mining industry. To report an incident to the NSW Resources Regulator: phone 1300 814 609 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 

At a glance 
High level summary of emerging trends and our recommendations to operators. 

TYPE NUMBER 

Reportable incident total 40 

Summarised incident total 2 

Summarised incidents 
INCIDENT TYPE SUMMARY COMMENTS TO INDUSTRY 

Dangerous incident 
IncNot0038535 
Mineral sands - 
dredging 
 
 

An operator was knocked to the ground 
when a tyre on a fuel truck blew out. The 
operator was on the opposite side of the 
truck to where the tyre blew and was 
knocked off their feet following the 
incident. The truck was unladen and 
stationary at the time and had only 
travelled 100m from the workshop when 
the incident occurred.  

 

Tyres should be checked and 
repaired in accordance with  
AS 4457.2-2008 Earth-moving 
machinery - Off-the-road wheels, 
rims and tyres - Maintenance and 
repair – Tyres. 

• The life cycle management of 
tyres should include the 
changing out of the tyre 
before failure.  

• Tyre manufacturers should be 
engaged to assist with 
identifying the cause of tyre 
failure.  

• Regular visual inspections of 
tyre sidewalls should be done 
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to identify bulges, bubbles, 
cuts or other damage to 
minimise risk from tyre failure 
or blowouts. 

• Vehicles should not be 
operated with underinflated 
tyres. 

Dangerous incident 
IncNot0038559 
Open cut coal mine 

 
Fire or explosion 
 

A fuel cart was refuelling a drill rig when 
a cracked fuel tank sprayed diesel onto 
the drill rig turbo causing a fire. 
 

 

 

Refuelling arrangements for 
mobile plant should be risk 
assessed and managed for all 
mine sites. The potential risk of 
plant/worker interaction and fire 
should be controlled. 
Mines should check the designs 
of fuel tanks to ensure they are 
capable of accepting high delivery 
flows and can handle the 
pressure of the refuelling system 
without deformation of the fuel 
tank including the maintenance 
of pressure relief valves.  

Other publications of interest 
The incidents are included for your review. The NSW Resources Regulator does not endorse the findings 
or recommendations of these incidents. It is your legal duty to exercise due diligence to ensure the 
business complies with its work health and safety obligations. 
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PUBLICATION ISSUE/TOPIC 

  International (fatal) 

MSHA Mine Fatality – A leading hand was killed, when his light vehicle was hit by a haul 
truck. 
Details 

  International (other, non-fatal) 

MinEx NZ Fire destroys loader – A loader operator noticed smoke while in the cab of a 
loader. Looking behind him, he saw flames behind the cab. 
Details 

  National (fatal) 

Queensland Coal 
Mines 
Inspectorate 

September 2020 Incident Periodical 
Details 

Note: While the majority of incidents are reported and recorded within a week of the event, some are 
notified outside this time period. The incidents in this report therefore have not necessarily occurred in 
a one-week period. All newly recorded incidents, whatever the incident date, are reviewed by the Chief 
Inspector and senior staff each week. For more comprehensive statistical data refer to our annual 
performance measures reports. 
© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2020 You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided 
that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the 
publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may freely link to the publication on a departmental website. 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (November 2020) and may not be accurate, current or 
complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, 
reliability or correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should make their own inquiries and rely on their own 
advice when making decisions related to material contained in this publication. 

DOCUMENT CONTROL 

CM9 reference DOC20/916857 

Mine safety reference ISR20-44 

Date published 06 November 2020 

Approved by Chief Inspector 
Office of the Chief Inspector 

https://www.msha.gov/sites/default/files/Data_Reports/Fatals/Metal/2020/October%2014%2C%202020%20Fatality%20Alert.pdf
https://www.minex.org.nz/assets/30-Oct-Fire-destroys-loader.pdf
https://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/14719/b40WKnoyxsVW-zryDTmOBiQiUc-ZYNcm3uKTgHt3wTQ/3225073.pdf
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